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Amjad Abdulla is the Director General at the Ministry of Environment, Energy and Water of 

Maldives and has been working in the Ministry since 1990 in various positions. He is the 

national focal point for the National Adaptation Programme of Action for Climate Change. He 

is the lead negotiator from the Maldives to the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC).  Mr. Abdulla was a member of National Commission for the 

Protection of the Environment (NCPE) from 2003 to 2006 and is also a member of a number 

of task forces and committees appointed by the President to develop the strategic plans and 

policies on environment and development.  He has worked nationally and internationally as a 

freelance consultant on various environmental projects. He has also coordinated and managed 

several donor assisted projects at the Ministry.  

 

On 4th September 2008 Mr. Amjad Abdulla was elected to the new Bureau of the Nobel Prize-

winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) during elections held in Geneva, 

Switzerland.  

 

Mr. Abdulla is also the author and contributing author to several reports of high national 

significance including the Maldives National Adaptation Programme of Action on Climate 

Change; First National Communication of Maldives to UNFCCC; Third Environment Action 

Plan; and the National Sustainable Development Strategy. He has also written and published 

several reports and research papers relating to environmental planning and the economic 

vulnerability of Small Island States. He has experience in planning and designing of several 

coastal developments, including, harbours, jetties, breakwater and other shore protection 

measures for several islands in the Maldives.   

 

Mr. Amjad Abdulla has the distinction of having represented the Maldives at a number of 

international conferences including the negotiation to review the implementation of the 

Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States and 

the Mauritius International meeting in 2005. He has also represented Maldives at the 

UNFCCC negotiations. Mr. Abdulla was the Vice-Chair of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific 

and Technological Advice (SBSTA) under UNFCCC from December 2004 to December 2006 

and chaired the 22nd and 23rd Session of the SBSTA. He is also a member of the Enforcement 

Branch of the Kyoto compliance committee and an alternate member of the Adaptation Fund 



Board under UNFCC.  He is also the current chair of the LDC group for climate negotiations 

under the UNFCCC.  

 

He possesses an honours degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Brighton, UK 

and a MSc, in Environmental Science, Policy and Planning from the University of Bath, UK. 

His professional areas of interest include environmental economics, environmental planning, 

sustainable development and climate change.  

 

 

 


